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; x Corinthians 13, 16. — | 
But if any man ſeeme to bee contentious, wee have no ſuch 
Cuſtome neither the Churches of God, 


He ſound (Beloved in Chriſt Jeſas) I fay the 
very ſound of thele rwo words which you 
have heard, Contentions and Churches,cantell 
you of the conſonancy which is between this 
Texr,and theſe our times of Contentions and diſtradti- 
, ons in our Church, which will more manifeſtly appeaie 
inthediſcuſling che Text ic ſelfe, which conſiſterh of 
theſe rwo paits, {| | 
The fir(t is the preſentment of a Schifinatick, intheſe 
words | Jf any [eeme to be contentions | 
The ſecond, of a Renouncement and rejefting of him 
in the next words | Wee have ns ſuch Cuſtome nor the 
Churches of God. HE : 
Inthe tr{tplace we arero learne the Preſentment, | 1f 
any}doth the Apoſtle doubt hereof? He ſheweth in the 
former Chapters that he Had information thereof, and 
doth he-now queſtion 11? Ler us conſule with himſelfe in 
the 18. ver/e, where ſpeaking of that his intelligence, ſay- 
ing [ 1heare there are Schiſmes amoug you] addeth, ſaying 
[arid 1 partly beleeve it. )O that we could beleeve our con- 
rentions buc in parc:Next | If ay] ſaith he,naming none, 
nor will I : No nor yer will L aime at anyone; however : 
[If any] ſaich the Apoſtle, he is abſolute, he willnor ſpare 
any one;T bere 3s no reſpe@ of perſons with God ; and ſoit 
ought to be with the Miniſters of God : But we ſhall ſee 
our Schiſmatick in the next words, Jf any man be conten- 
tious. Behold the Man, itis the contentious Man ; who 
will befar more vilible - the Greek,goir&fignifying a 
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giv, alover, and =&in the end obſerved by the Grecs- 
ans, to give this Emphaſis to ſuch words, as rojmport a 
delight of doing: And now you have the full face of this 
Schiſinatick, that he is ore that delightfalyloverh Con- 
rentions : Nevertheleſſe, becauſe one may ſee the face of 
another, and yet notdiſcern the lineamenrs and figura- 
ture, except he take an exat view. So here will icbe hard 
for us ro mark the right properties of this kinde of man 
without ſome deſcriprion ſerring out his CharaGterse- 
_— the life ; to this purpoſe wee have broughe you 
one, a3 exataseither wit could invent, orartexpreſſe; 
*Calvin.laſti- borrowed from Sr. Augxitine, which for the excellence 


xo mad £'* thereof * Mr. Calvin tranſlated into his inſtitutions the 
" l.z contra which Lam to deliver toyou paraphraſtically. 


Parm 1'i filli Firſt, this contentious man, ſaith he, weketh oſtentati- 
wal qui men &- x» of his own worthineſſe ; his CharaQter here is ſelfe con- 
dioiniquitatem © Magey op . 
alieneram {ed ceiredneſſe, ranck poyld at the firſt,as Solomon in his wiſe 
: ; "tea. . hat . . . 

| _—_ wma dome thought 'of it: Seeſt thow one conceited in himſelfe 


* infirmas plebes, (ſaith he) there is more hope of a foole then of him : eſpeci- 
> JaRentra ſui ally if it be of the worthineſſe of his owne wiſdome:And 


wy : w_ me if he be given ro Oſteritation, then ſure he will ſeek our 
trabere.vel cer. (OMe company among whom hee may boaſt it : That is 


ung f* the next carrying people after him (faith Auguſtine) allu- 
nd ment ding to the words of Chriſt,concerning like contentions, 
 vicitia a drawing diſciples after them , this Character 1s popular 
ory ten ambition, that that company may be dependent upon 
bus twmulenti, them, and then it is oddes hee will carry and draw them 
-v -pphicd from the Church , which is ſpecified in chenexr words. 
\ offerdantur s AﬀeTing Diviſcons 7 This Charader is black malice, afe 
{ mmbramrigide tecting Oiviſions, that is, delighring in diviſions, even 
ones © for diviſions ſake , as much as rocut off the limbes 

Ffecikgu in man, only to curthem. off : And when this diviſion is 
; Schifmetis @ wrought, what will this boaſter thinke of himſelfe rrow 
—>-aory ye z Itis told us, he ſwelethwith pride. You have his 


H$7e6i0n. 
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 - Charadernamed, iris 


troope 
* * asa Rabbi, whatnumber of Diſciples he draweth behind 


' versot cheir princed Bookes ; tharin their invetlve 


foelling pride. Andno marvaile, 
for when this oſtentator ſhall look behinde him and ſee, 
as a Leader , what $ of people hee carriech , or 


him : is it any wonder tha being cryed ap by their accla- 
mation, their breath ſhould be a full gale (He hoyſing up 
his rop-ſayle) eo carry him, hee knoweth nat himſelfe 
whether, being now deſtirure both of che helm of diſcre- 
tion, and anchor of moderation, as will now appear by 
his ocher Characters,in reſpe& both of Church and ſtare: 
Church how? Hee is decertfoully landerons : You ſee the 
Charadter islying deceitfully : And ſoicmuſt needs bee z 
for doth any ſeparate themſelves from any Church, bur 
will caſt durt with their heeles, upon the face of that 
Church by impucations (albeir never ſo falſe) againſt 
their generall converſarion, as prophane, their Do&trine 
erroneous, their worſhip as ſuperſtictous, or Idolacrous, 
whereof we ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak hereafter. Nor 
ſhall the civill eſtace eſcape chem, Therfore doth Angs- - 

ſtine note them to bee trecheronſly ſeditious : Germa- 

ny gave the world ſufficient arguments hereof, by the mi- 

ſerable combuſtions rayſed by the Arabaptiſticall ation 

among them and ſomeching I could ſay concerning the -- 
ſameamong us ; [f che report of Pamphlets were worthy . 
the Pxlpit : only this one thing, which I have read indi- 


gainſt Charch governmenr and Service, they excite their 
Auditors by ſuch texts of Seriprure as' ſpeake direfly 

of maſſacring: One I have yer in memory, the words of 
Teremiah, Curſed is he that doth the work of the Lord negli- 

gently, where immediatly followeth. 4nd &urſed bee he 

that keepeth back his ſword from bloud : wherby was ment 

the vengeance which God would have executed upon 

Moab, as if they who are now thorns in the eys of States, \ 
would afterward prove goads in their ſides: bur can any 
imagine howtheſe contentious ones can preſume to ſhey - 


x Corinth, 1g. 


menare, yet they diſguiſe themſelves,as che ſame Father 


will have us obſerve, Leaſt they may ſeem (faith he) to be : 


deſtitute of the light of truth. Deſtirute then rhey were 
of truth, which is the CharaQter of ignorance, although 
they would not ſeeme to be ſach , nexr they arrogate to 
themſelves the ſhadow of AuFerity: Not true auſterity, 
but a ſhadow of it, which isa Character of Hipocriſee ; 
The Devilhimſelfconld not decerye men comming(as [ 
may ſo ſay)in his ownlikeneſſe. &nor putting upon him. 
ſelt the ſemblance of an Ange/lof Light. Andnotwith- 
ſtanding all this, his auſterity is but a ſhadow, why ſo? 
Becaaſe it is not ſubſtantiall in them zfor what is the (ub. 


_{tance of a Chriſtian, is it not charity ? 7f Tgive my bodie 


tobe burnt, and have no love, Tam nothing © If I give all 
my goods 40 the poor, and have not Charity, 1am nothing, 
Sorhat theſe men having buta ſhadow of gnodnes, they 
theryſelves are rranſparent , ſothat a man (in reſpett of 
Charity) may look thorow them, and then their Chara. 
Ger muſt be juſt nothing,otherwiſe our Apoſtle wil give 
them a proper one: where he ſaith of ſach contentious 
ſpirics. Whilſt you bave Schiſmes are you not ouguuxsi ; Car 
all ? When therfore weare to diſcern of theſe , we are 
not to regard their outwards ; becauſe their Auſterity is 


bh a pretended {mgularity of devotion in themſelves,8: 
"Nigidity againſt others ,, which how ſpiriruall ſcever it 


may ſeem'co be, yet it may be carnall: For Pride and En 


Galat, 5. 30. *2yare Nationals, & yet by the 4poltleare liſted among 


the Fruits of the fleſh, which are the corrupt Ads procee- 
ding from the rationall power of man, even as Hereſce it 
ſelfe 1s there rermed, befide which artribure- $acrile- 
gious,what the appetite of Schiſmaricks hath always bin 
this way is notorious, whereof ſomewhat hereafter.” I 
have reſeryed for the laſt placea Charafter which ma- 


keth 


"ſhew their faces in-bropling the world in this mannet ? _ 
Bee it knowne ants you that however oſtencarive ſuch 
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* kethhiscaſe moſtdeſperate; called by 4ugnſtine mad 
'  sbſtinacy, of which kind 4ug»ſtine himſelf yh) expe- 
rience, when he ſaid, Comvincere eos poſſum; convertere 
ox poſſum,convince them I can, although I cannot con- * 
\ verethem, which. is not roperſwade them, although 
4 they bee perſwaded , Ariſtotle his ſophiſters juſt, whoſe 
ſcope inall difputes was not verity but vidory , eſpeci- 
ally by holding their own concluſion, As if our gaz 
had been begor of gry4e & new. 
And now that wee have ſofulla preſen tment of this 
-paarax@.,, what ſhall we do with him 2 Whar, bur fend 
| him to receive his doome from the Apoſtle in his next 
| 


words inthe ſecond part of this Text. 
| Wee have no ſuch cuſtome, nor the Churches of God. 

| As much as to ſay,that the Schiſmarick by rayfing con» 
rentions in the Church ; hee is an adyerſary borh co the 
Apoſtolicall Order, and alſo ro the cuſtOme of all Chur- 
- _ Cchesof God: And rherfore he juſtly _—_ thar judg- 

. mentfrom God, which hee is liableanto: Ina word, 

theſe contentions being rife in the Church of Corinth, 
the ſcope of the Apoſtle herein was to preſerve the repu- 
ration and dignity of this Charch. 

I maſt firſt begin with chis ſcope of the Apoſtle, who 
finding theſe contenrious perfons ſeeking divition in 
| | this Church will have them know that departing from 
"= ir, was to depart from the Church of GCcd , but ſtaya 
little, could the Church of Corinth bee accompred thert 
the Church of God > Did Sr, Pax! think ſo? Nay, did hee 
= r.ot reprehend ſome im that Caarch for their imperuons 
| transferring of their civill jars, and ſuirs of Law unto the 

Courtsof Infidels ? 1 Cor 6,7. Others for their wicked 

R cornivenceand indulgence towards the Inceſtwons, 1 Cor. 

2 8.5. Ochers for their vile prophanarions in the facred 

| Aſſemblies, 1 Cor, 11. 32. Yea and other ſome for Here- 

| fie-to boot, 1 Cor.15,Now is there any Schifmaticke,yea 
or nor Schiſmatick almoſt, who ar the fart heating of ; 


i 
[ 


© becauſe oftheir 


much would not jadg this Coraxth, rohave been a 
inagoghe of Satan , rather then ſo much as to cary the 
title ofa Church, what would or Apoſtle have ſaid ro 
this obje&tion it he had bin now alive; verily the ſame 
which-hefaid in che inſcription of this his Epiſtle to the 
Corinthiani, when be wrote thus, Pant an Apoſile of le- 


ſus Chrift to the Church of G od (where) in Connth : Co- 


rinth therefore was then the Church of God. k 
Hereby we have this dodrinall poinr,ro wit, that we 
arenot rodepart from any Church of Chrift, for any 


ſtandall given untous by any members and Profeſſors 


therein, but either for extreame Errours of Doctrine, or 
Godleſſe practiſes as being profeſſed by ir. You have 
heard of the reſemblances which have bin made of Gods 
Church as namely that it is compared unto a field, wher- 
in are ſown tares as well as wheat;toa Ner, wherein are 
contained dead fiſh as well as living; and tog Fold , ha- 
ving in it Goats as well as Sheepe : Yet is not the field 
to be ſpoyled becauſe of the Tares, nor the Net tobee 
rent, becauſe of the dead fiſh ; nor the Fold robe bro- 
ken, becauſe of the Goats. Bur the example of Chriſt 
may be « ur beſt direQion, who figce his Aſcencion into - 
heave, ſent his mefſages ro the ſeven Angels of the ſeven 
Churches in Aſia, charging five of them with their ſeye- 
rall faults, Apo. 2. & 3. Saying, Thave ſomething again 
thee : And 1 have ſomething againſt thee and thee : Andin 
each of theſe every Something was a crime of a large 
ſize, Theſe Angels by antiquity were termed Biſhops, 
albeicill Biſhops, now ler us ſee the proceſſe of Chriſt a- 
gainſt them, doth he deprive them art the firſt ? No, but 
gives them their particular admonitions, denounci 


' their removall, except they ſhould repent. Nor doth he 


threaten the Innocears rogether with the Delinquenes : 


much,leſſe doth he « nce eradication of the Office, 
bf ir, no but by reprehendiog their 


* 


: 
: 


. 


ſtles and their Conſtitutions _ eating of ſtrangled 
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ofthe Lord of the unjuſt Steward in the Goſpel, he faid 


' to him, becauſe of his injuſtice, Thow ſhalt be no longer 


Steward: Out wich the unjuſt Stewardthen; but wil the 
Lord theretore haveno ſteward and aboliſh all Sreward- 
ſhip ever after ? There was no tuch meaning, neither had 
Chriſthere: Bccaule the other two good Angels were. 
ſtill conti::ved and conſerved. In a word , I ſhould but 
aske any of hete retraCtories, where, in all their reading 
of the booke of God, from the beginning of Genefis an- 
to the end of the Apccalyps, they ever found a free and 
viſible Church, wherein there was not a mixture of god- 
ly and wicked profeſſors, 


\. © Now that we have vindicated this Church of Corinth 


you will expett (I ſuppoſe) how wee ſhall defend our 
own Corinth, the Church of England. This muſt be our 
next endeavour, by retarning to otir Text againe, 
We have no ſuch cuſtome nor the Churches of God. 

Which words we ſay, didconfequenttly inter both a 
confuration of the errors of Schiſmaricks and likewiſe 
acondemnation of their praQtiſe;zwe begin with our cen- 
furarion, - | 

Bar firſt, we mult underſtand their criminations a- 
gainſt our Church, the principallare theſe ; her Conſt;-. 
tutions,Epiſcopacy,Ceremonies and Liturgies:The Impu- 
rations they lay upon her in theſe reſpects are rwofold, 
one is the unlawfulnefſe of them,as being no matrers in- 
different, the other is their ocher viciouſneſſes, as beipg 
either Popiſp,Super(titions, or Idelatrows reſpectively, 

Againſt che firſt, we ſhall anſwer by way of appealeas 
our Apoſile inſtruteth, namely, unto the Cuſtowe — Pac 
Apoſiles themſelves, or of other the acknowledged Chur- 
ches of God. | 

. Are conſtiegtions unlawtfull> We appeale tothe Apo. . 


;he thereby juſlifieth cheir Offices. As we read . | 


or bloud, 4.15. drid for brevity fake, we challenge af 
' our oppoſites, t6 bfirig tis the exattiþR 6f any one pb 
like peaceable conſtituted Church in all the Chtiſtian 
world, wherin there were norenadted conflitarions to rev 
gulate the Churches by z and we ſhall a3 eafily return un« 
ro them a perfe(t body of a rtian wirthour joynits or fi« i 
| news ; wee ſhal not except hereif the Church of God at 
| Pere Edi. 3, Geneva; Bezan famous Paſtor in that Church, wiſhed 
& 44+ that, they who oppdſe the Conſtitutions of the Church might 
be be puniſhed as the ememies to the Church, 
Second. Epiſcopacy had the next crimination, of which * | 
I ſhall not ſay inany words, bat yer much, for wee (for 
the lawfulneſſe therof ) dare appeale utito the Apoſtles 
inſtitution of ie, to Chriſt his approbation already ſpo- 4 | 
ken cf, tothe univerſall praiſe thereof throughout the & 
whole Chriſtian world, as terome ſpake, even the com- 
paNe and breadeh of Chriſtianity, for it's time as alſo for 
irs lengrh in the contiruance of it univerſally , unril this 
laſt age : We adde for the juſtification ofthe ſame law- 
fulneſſe) roche judgement of all Proteſtant Churches of 
former rimes, / p 
Thirdly, concerning the lawfualnefſe of ſignificant Ce- 
remonier, hkewiſe we appeale to this our A poſtle , who 
fairh here againſtthe Schiſmarickes, #e have no ſuch Cu. 
Slome: Youneed not rurn wany leaves ro find his judge. 
ment,it is expreſly ſer down in the 14 &15 verſes imme- 
diarly before this rextasan occaſion thereof, requiri 
that the #ran ſhould be uncovered, in the afſembly for Dj. | 
vine ſerviceto repreſen his ſoveraignry over his wife;zThe a 
women to be covared,betokning her ſubjetion to her hnC. 
band, both theſe ceremonies fgnificant, and uſed in the 
publick worſhip of God ; ſhall any ſay this was by anex. 
traordinary Apoſtolicall anthority, and therefore nor 
appliable in this poinr to after Churches : Then was the 
; Angel] 
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this 


againſt the Zelors of our times , ſaying , (they are hg words 


of Calvin)T ales ſunt il/i qui bonos ac utiles Eccleſiq ritus conve- 
lunt : 8uch are they (faith he) who aboliſh the good and uſefull 
rites ofthe Church. Belide that the Apoſtle hath preſcribed 
rales for regulating the Ceremonies of the Church, one where- 
of is Edificatiox and what isedificant, the ſame is alſo gaifs+ 
cant : wherunto we ſay, all the chief proteſtant Divines ot ſe- 
yerall Churches have ſubſcribed. 

One word of theby, what if che uncovering of oar heads 
(as then ) were continued in our Church ſtill, could ir be cal» 
led an Innovgtion,which is notnow invented, or Popifh,which 
rather (hould be anexprobation to Papiſts, to ſee our deyour 
and reverend comportment, at the hearing oi Embaſlages 
from Chriſt, | 

Laſtly our Litzrgy, becauſe a ſet forme of prayer is falnin- 
totheircrimination, as though we might nor appeal herein 
tocur Saviour Chriſt, oebmng the Apoſtles thar ſer forme, 
which we call the Lords Prayer, {aying, Pray -you thus our Fa- 
ther,&c. Yea (ſay they) it is ſaid, pray thus, norpray this, that 


is, co make it a pattern for other prayers, and not tobee uied 


as a prayer it ſelf, wee deſire that St-Luke may moderare the 
matter, whorelaced Chriſts words jn this mannner, viz. her 


you pray. ſay our Father, &c. And is ng there that [ our Fa- 
ther, This,] which now they were commanded topray? Again 


chough it were a forme for other prayers, yet this bindrech 
not butit may be our prayer too: The ſtanding meaſure of the 
Land for proportioning all other like meaſares for grain, may 


- notwitſtanding be meaſured by. Itmuſt be ſome new conceie 


ſure, which harh ingendred this Inwovation, they thinke per- 
haps that che command, being pray thas, or This, in our tor» 
mer ſence, would excdudeall other forms of prayer excepting 
this, which {cruple ariſeth from an jnconfideration,notioob: 
ſerve thac Chriſt his anſwer was _ to the intention of 
| 2 _ the 


Math, 6. 


Luke 1x 


ITT to fave a prefixe forme of prayer 

” of Chrilthis owne conceprion,as Job's Diſciples ha 4c 
their Maſter. The ſence then is, When you ſhall uſe a prayer of 
mine own preſcription, pray thee, ſothat rhis kind of direQi. 
on for that one form can be noexcluſion of all other : He char 
raketh from his freinds own hand a ſpecial roken of Remem- 
brancein his abſence, isnor thereby forbid ro make uſe of g- 

' . ther Memorandums, which he might have had otherwiſe. 

One thing more would be demanded of them, to wit: 
when ever they knew inal their reading any divine that made 
this gloſſe upon that text, as to ſay Theſe words, pray thus, im- 
port 4s much as to have ſaid, pray not this prayer. 

Eaſfie it were to mention the Greeke and Latin Liturgies of 
the ancient Churches, I rather ſhall inſtancein one , which 
may be ſarisfaftoryinir ſelf; The Emperour Trajan appointed 
Pliny to be on? of the Inquiſitors to ſearch out the bzhaviours 
of Chriſtians, eſpecially when they were exerciſed in their re- 
ligious aſſemblies and devorions, and rocertifie ; His cerrifi- 
cat was this,T be Chriſtians (ſaith he)afſembling in privar pla« 
ces, among other prayers, have one for your Highnefſe, Pray- 
ing God to grant you long life, a faithſull Senate, a ſtrong Army, 
and a peaceable People ; This was the collect of thoſe Saints and 

\. Martyrs, toavow their allegiance unto thoſe Emperours al- 
beit heacheniſh. I have done with the firſt imputation againſt 
theſe particulars, touching the ſimple unlawfulnefſe of chem. 

The ſecond crimination I told you, was againſt their pre- 
tended viciouſnefſe, judging two of them Popiſh, twoſuperſt;- 
tieus,and two Idelatrous ; Inall which accuſations, wee finde 
thar CharaGer viſible which 4»gnſtin noted rhen in his SchiC. 
maticks, when he called. them ſ/anderows : as firſt for calling 
our Conſtitutions, concerning' dottrine , Popiſh ; notwith- 
ſtanding they manifoldly and manifeſtly make againſt both 
Pope and popery : And ſhall Epiſcopacy be alſo called Poprſ 

' without a ſlander, ſeeing, thar the Pope himſelfe will be ready 
, | | herein 
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| 6 as ſhal have immediar 
dependance upon himlelfe, their pope, by acknowledging 
him the univerſall Biſhop of all Biſhops ; A tranſcendent title _ 
which all our Biſhops ſince. the Reformation, have ucrerly ab- 
hor'd,and have abandoned his whole papall jurisdiQion, all 
of rhem even anto death, and ſome alſo by their death and 
martyrdome. } 

Secondly, Swperftitionſnes the next crimination,and is one 
degree above Popiſh, becaufe wee cannot ſay that every Po- 
piſh a&t is ſuperſtitious, this they impuite ro our Liturgie and. 
Ceremonies; Let us pitty their ignorance, who never yec 
knew what formall ſuperitirion meant; let them then learne 


it? A ſuperſtitious at#( ſay we) is that which is founded upon a 


ſuperſtitions opinion. It was not meerly the Phariſes ofren 
waſhing, but their opinion of ſome eſpeciall purgation there- 
by, which Chrift reprehended in them; nor was it the having. 
of an Altar for which St. Pax/reproved the Athenians, when 


hecalled them ſuperſtitiows 4@s 17. but the opinion of ho+ 


nouring a God thereby, they knew not whom : Andis it not 
ingyr Law to hold itnofelonie or treaſon which 1s not done 
ina felonions or: trayterous intention? Let us but open our 
eyes,and we ſhalleaſily ſee their ſlanderous lying alſo, for be- 
hold onr Church inher ſervice Booke,; doth make knowne to 
all the world that ſhe doth dereſt the ſuperſtition of the Ro- 
miſh Ceremonies, by condemning their ſuperſtitions opint- 
ons, Firſt, inmaking them neceſſary parts of Gods worſhip. 
Secondly, in iſcribing an efficacious ſanQitie unto them : 
Thirdly, by arrogating a meritorious condignity from them 
unto themſelves, Yea and beſides fhee inſtrufterh her 
Reader that ſhee hath profeſſedly purged her Liturgie of all 
tholT Lees and dregges of ſuper(ſtirious opinion of Papiſts ; 
which makes this their Nander far more ſlanderous. 

Yer notwithſtanding they perfift in'condemning the faid 
Ceremorfies as having bin either uſed or abuſed in Popery, 
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nn ill bewraying their ignornces, far even this onr Apo 
" did make uſe ofche ſaying of Poets, *Hewander Aratus, and , -/ 
© © Epimenides, all Heathens, And ſhall therefore ſuch Divine , 2 
ſentences be called Heathenjfh. 1 cannot omit, the peece of 
ayer in our Lirurgie, which is : That God will accept of our 
19.20; duty not weighing 0ur merits, but pardoning our of- 
fences ; the lame hath beene continually uſed in the Romiſh 
Maſſe, beſeeching God char hee would admit of them and 
their devotions, Neon tanquam eſtimator meriti, ſed tanquans 
venie largitor, Not at an eſteemer of merit, but as a giver of 
pardon ; wherein the Romiſh, will rhey, nill chey, diſclaime 
all conceipt of merit in their publick Licargie, which 1s a con- 
dignity ofa worke by the exa&t Law of Gods juſtice deſer- 
ving an eternall reward, which merit notwithſtanding they 
©- maintainein their new Romifh Creed, and books of contro- _ 
= verſies as an Article of their faith ; howbeic, This ſenrcence 
was that which brought the great Cardinall Bellarmine u 
hisknees:when afrer his long and large diſpnce abour jultifi- 
cation by perfettion of workes; he was inforced at laſt rocaſt 
Logo re arely _-= the mercies wn as (for _ 
daith) T»tisſtmmm, The moſt ſafe refuge of mans (oule, this be- 
inggranted, the ſame ſen FI _ ns, both for a fiica. 
tion of this our ſaving truth ro our ſelves, as alſo for a con- 
faration ofthe popiſh error of merits, which is a judging « 
fervum nequam; out of his owne month : Wee demand then? 
'oughc our Church to have uſed this ſentence or notitſo,then 
- isnot chis prayer therefore to be called popiſh, becauſe uſed 
in popery, bur oughr ſhenor? Thendoe they fondly affirme 
{te ought nor co ule a forme of prayer, which is both whol- | 
ſome forbim rhar prayeth, and uſefull to convince the Ro= » 
mi(h Chorch of Error in her ſuperſticious opinion of merit; | 
| at; Bur ourSaviour harh taught us a more Divine leſſon, ſaying, 
Ou FH» i5iſdome is juſtified of her Children :t01erus underſtand, thar 
= - trurh js truth whereſoever it ſoundeth, even as a pearle is a 
pearle of price, although ir bee caken out of the head of's 
Toade: 


nay neon 
\rurgy 2gain cenfuring ofa rite Popiſh for that 
ir was ufed in that Popiſh Church. 

But their nexr blow is harder, condemning fach rites, be- 
catiſe abuſed by Papiſts , albeit noe ignorant that herein wee 
canjuſtly appeal nor only ro the cuſtome of anciene Churches 
of Chriſt, but even to their owne ſchiſmaricall aſſemblies, for 
the Primitive Fathers, at the firſt dawning of publique peace 
in the Church, began ro convert the Temples of pagans, (al- 
though they had been the brothel houſes of Devils) into the 
houſes of God conſecrated to his worſhip; And cur oppoſi: es 
themſelves can be ſomerimescontented ro uſe theſe Churches 
wherein was profeſſed and pratifed that popiſh Liturgy, . 
which rhey (and juſtly) inveighed againſt as indeed 1do/atrozs / 

”  whichis the blackeſt brand thar canbe pur upon any wor-- 
ſhippers, and which theſe oppoſites caſt apon our Church as 
their laſt filth and dung. | 
This they do becauſe of two' kinds of kneelings, one at the 
adminiſtration of the holy Communion,the other of bowing 
at the hearing of the-name of zeſws : To the firſt our anſwer 
js, thar papiſts will not approach to our Sacraments; Or if a- 
 nydo,yetitis in opinion that our conſecration doth not ope- 
rate their faigned tranſubſtantiation, and alſo the profe 
proteſtants, beleeving that there is therein no Corporall pre= 
ſence of Chriſt, cannor adore that as Chriſt which they know 
isnor Chriſt, and therefore can as impoſlibly bee Idolatrous, 
as the papiſts in the worſhipping their breaden God , cannor 
| «ffibly bur be, our reaſon is that'that was an Article of Faith 
in the primitiue Churches of God, wherunto wee may jaſtly 
appeale in a NoQtrine never to be repealed. 
Ir is this: That it is imposſible for any creaturero be in two 
| laces at once,not excepting the ſacred body of Chriſt, which 
their Catholike doqrine they profeſſed for rwo catiſes , one 
to avonch the prerogative of God, to whom the exiſtencein 
diverſe places at one time is properly efſenciall : andrhis they 
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. Titof God, faith, Whether ſhall 1 goe from thy ſpirit, if I go up 
to heaven thou art there, if down to bell, thou art there alſo,and 
if to the uttermoſt part of the Sea, thither ſhall thy hand lead me: 

he argument thus: The fpiric of God is here, and chere,and 
yonder , therefore it is in diverſe places at one cime,and con- 
ſequently God, becauſe by the ſame efſenciall properry , heis 
as well in 300000 of places, and indeed every where as hee is 
in any three ortwo : and this they confirm by two circum- 
ſtances- : 

Firft, that the ſpirit of God was at one time in divers Pro- 
phets, Jeremiah in 7udea, Daniel in Babilon, Ezekiel in Chobar, 
this in the Old Teſtament, accordingly in the new, the fame 
ſpirit of God, ar one and rhe ſame time, wasin the Apoſtles, 
when they were diſperſed in diverſe nations in the world for 
preaching the Goſpell of Chriſt. | 

| Their ſecond reaſon of this their diſpute was topreſerve 
the integrity of the body and humanity of Chriſt. According 
to that caution of AugnF#ine, Cavendum eſt, nt ita divinitatem 
Chriſti aſtruamus, ne humanitatem ejus auferamnus. We areſo to 
defend the divine nature'of Chriſt, that we deſtroy not his bodily 
and humane nature. - | 

And therefore they diſtinguiſh both natures (in reſpe&t of 
locall exiſtence) arguing thus. Although the Diety bein hea- 
ven, yetis itthen onearth alſo, andif on Earth, then is it 
in Heaven ; but the humane nature of Chriſt, ifitbe onearth, 
itisnotin Heaven, and when in heaven, then is it not on 
earth ,This was the Catholike Faith in choſe perfecteſt & pu- 
reſt times of Chriſtianity ; and chat this was beleeved ofthem 
as an Article of faith is as plaine:Becauſe they maintained that 
truth p—_ the Hereticks of their cime, who impugned the 
eſſencial properties of Chriſts body, which one Article of anci- 
ent Faith which doth ſtrangle more allche vicall parts of the 
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X yot to imagine that we therby derogateany thing from the 
Ss. Omnipotence of God : God forbid, no, but that which 
we ſay of Impoſlibility, is truely for the dignifying of his 
power z as when we ſay of the God of truth; It is Impoſ- 
ſible that he ſhould tye, Heb.17. orfor the Lord of Lite, and 
in himſelfe Immortz1I, that he ſhould ge. 

I would not have brought diſputes into the Pulpit, if the 
importunity of this our unſeaſonable Seaſon had not exact- 
edirof me, 

The ne xt and laſt brand falleth upon the Reverence gi- 
yen to Chriſt at the hearing of the name of him our Savi- 
our eſs. and therefore Teſs, becauſe our Saviour, which 
they c:]1 (61 lack rongne) Idylatrous , Beloved brethren,I 
appeale ro every { onfcience of Man when heare menti- 
on of my Saviour,my hearr is ; »wardly lift up to reverence 
the per{o”: of Chriſt in my ſovie, now onthe Throne of 
Maieſty - ſhall ic rot then bee 14wiill for me ro expreſle the 
ſame praiſe of him, with my body, who hath redeemed me 
both body and ſoule for his praiſe. But reaſons will not 
downe with theſe men, except ſuch as may ſeem to be Di- 
vine: We ſhall offer them not an only {-eming, but even a 
convincing reaſon from God Himſclte,who to preſerve his 
people [rom Idolatry, leaſt they might make any linage of 
hira (the way to an Idolatrons  orifip) commanded them 
ro remember.that when he manifeſted his preſence among 
them.,yow ſaw no ſhape (ſaid he,) how then did they perceive 
his preſence? he tells them, you heard onely a woyce : as if 
God bad ſaid unto them,pinge ſonwm: Let your P ainteys pitÞ- 
wre 4 voyce, Or any man adore a voyce if he can, how impoſ- 
fiblethis is : you may know by this my very voyce, which 
v/hile I utter, is tranſient, paſt and Aowne, before you can 
faſten your thoughts upon it, and yet in deſpite of truth it 
ſelfe, they will have us Idolaters. 
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- When we ſpeake of impoſſibility of this orthat,you are -* 


Oo 


iefe, to ſee all geſture of kneeling almoſt ſhut our of 
=+b, meh ;. And yet we all know x. kneeling in prayer 


time was the Decorum practiſed by Parriarches, Prophets, þ 


Apoſtles.,and Chriſt Himſelfe,now what gour itis that hind- 
excth, whether of pride,or laſineſfe ar perverſneſſe, I know 
not, This I know, that take away the outward forme of 
Devotion, the inward will ſooner coole: hetherto we have 
beene exerciſed inthe firſt conſequence of this Text,which 
is,the confutation of the errors of the Schiſmaticall faRion: 
Our ſecond remaineth, which is the condemnation of their 
praiſes, yet before I can enter upon it, I would gladly be 
underſtood concerning the premiſes, namely that I have 
not ſo pleaded for Ceremonies and Litrurgy as to prejudice 
the wiſedome of them, who by juſt Eccleſiaſtical Order 
ſhall ſo regulate theſe matters, as may be moſt conducible 


for peace unanimity and uniformity in the Church. Inthe | 


interim, it cannot be offenſive that the Child after ſo much 
vile ugly aſperſions caſt upon our Mother,ſhould vindicate 
her honour, by whom, through the bleſſing and mercy of 
G op; hee hath his ſoules ſpirituall birth and breeding. 
And now I haſten to our laſt paſſage whereunto we 
have been induced by the ſame Text. ; 


We have no ſuch Cuſtome, nor the Churches of God. 


Theſe words neceſſarily implying that they who are 
contentious againſt the Cuſtomes of the. Apoſtles, and 
Churches of God, doe by their ſeparation from her, make 
themſclves Adverſaries againſt the Church, againſt her 
members, againſt God and againſt their. owne ſoules thcſe 
foure:. For the Church's thereby left to a vexatious de- 
ſtrnion, breach of-Chriſttan libertie, loade of infamy, 


and lurch of ſpirituallmaintcnance .as muchas can poſſibly 


bec wrought. . | 
& Firſt, 


Before I can end the incof kneeling, Tcangot flence *" 
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, " Fiſt, The 


?nthe body Man ; which did makeChryſoffome 
to burſt out intothis hyperbole. Theſethat raiſe conten- 


, tions in the Church, are worſe than they who pierced the ſides of 


Chrift : 1n which figure there is this truth, That Chriſt, 
who gave his naturall body for His Myſticall body; which 
is his Church, will require a ſevere accompt of them who 
ſhall rent the peace of the Church, | 

The liberty of the Church ( by the confeſſion of all 
Chriſtian Churches, none excepted) is a powerin Govps 
Church to order things indiffererit according to the Apo- 
ſtolicall rules, of Decencie, order and edification, whereupon , c, 14; 
wee make bold to call theſe contentious men, for their 
contrary opinion of judging this liberty of Gods Church 
unlawfull , {peat : ſtrange will ſome ſay : They 
who enveigh againſt ſuperſtitions ſo bitterly, and in'thart . 
pretence fall into ſeparation from the Church, to be ter- 
med ſuperſtitions. 

Yes Beloved, and we need not to ftraine a gnat in pro- 
ving it: That Admirable Man of God, and Paſtor in the 
Church of God in Geweva, whom without preface of hon- 
our,l cannot name, to wit Calv. updn the words of Den- 
tronomie, wherein Gods People were forbid ro make an 
compacts with rhe Heathen : which (being no mora 
but onely a judiciall Law, iand therefore was not to be ex- 
acted now of Chriſtians ) reflegting uport the libertie'of 
Chriſtians in their uſe of Ecclefiaſticall rites, gave this can- 
tion,that none urge too vehemently this againſt ceremonies 
according unto the Apoſtles doctrine; wherin condemning 
them who tooke away the Chriſtian libertie of eating 
meates by theſe and their contrary preſcripts, Eate nor, <*** 
taſte net, handle not + which is all one with Weare not, reade 


not, Kneele not, and other cafes of indifferency : Are not 
then theſe men fit objeRors of ſuperſtition. againſt the 
| C 2 


Churches 


3 ; Epheſ. 4- 4; 


"-" Clnithes Ordinances, who. ate themſelves Io grolly ſu- * 
 perſtitious,” pardon us, for whois there in theſe times that 
| will not ſtand zcalouſly upon his right of libertie, 


Infamy'is(after morrall;the moſt grievous of perſecutions 


' whthey have multiplied ourragiouſly by their infamouſl 
\ famous libels & pamphlets , befid 44 4 


ethe fland-r3 w®*, as have 
binalledged, by imputing Idolatry the vilett ot Adulteries 


' unto her, as if curſed childrep ſhould cal! theis mother 


whore: whereas our Apaitle held it neceſſary to admoniſh 
all Chriſtians to take heede they give no ſ{candall to the 
Church of God, x Cor.10. be this ſpoken to the Setariſts 
who make themſelves ſcandalous againſt the Church, ra- 
ther than endure any the leaſt of this which they call the 
{candalls inthe Church, ., 

The injuries tothe members of the Church are the next 
miſchictcs of ſeparation: the firſt is the breach of Ynitie : 
O how many obligations did our Apoſtle put upon his 
Epheſians tor preſerving of nity in the Church. the firſt is 
becaule it is one boay, ſecond one ſpirit, which is the ſpirit of 
Union : third one hope of our calling : that is to ſay the hope 
of one heavenly inheritance; after followeth one Lord ; 
which is our Head Chriſt, and oxe faith, the ſoule of our 
foules,and ove Baptiſme, the Sexle of the ſaid Faith,and laſt 
and chiefeſt oze Father of all who above all things,delight- 
eth in the unanimity of his Children, for take away Umty, 
and all Sympathieis diſſolved, which is a compaſſionate af- 
fecion one to each other,which theApoſt!e ſheweth in his 


, compariſon betwixt the Church of God and Mans body, 


wherein the Members doe mutually rejoyce and grieve at 


* the joy orgricte of each other,in fo much as, if the Heele 


be prickt the tongue cries I am hurt, and every part of the 


body if it were a tongue would cry the ſame, I am hurt, 
this is called the ſympathy of the members of the body. . 


but when Members are diſlocated and disjoynted then 
| muruall 
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mutuall affection is deaded ; atid where Sym ceaſ- 
eth, farewell all Cherity, which neceſſarily ſeperateth if 
ſelfe together withthe ſeperation; now, I beſeech you, 
loſles of Yaity, Sympathy ana Charity are not theſc 1nju- 
ries ® And. commonly all theſe ſpring from one root 
envie. 

For Eccleſtaſticall records tell us that the Originall of 
Schiſmes harh been that he who (according to the firſt 
Character ofthe contentious perſon)did make oftentation 
of his owne worthines and found not reſpet from Gover- 
ours inthe Church , did therupon picke quarrek with 
her in one pretence or other, even as Aerizs the head of 
a faction, becauſe he could not obt3ine to be made Bi- 
ſhop, was the firſt that ſpake againſt the degree of Epil- 
copacy it ſelfe , But yer there was peradyemure-ſome 
title of worthineſle of learning in ſuch kind of men in 
ancient times : But what now 2 Our Apoſtle, accord- 
ing to the former compariſon of mebers of the Church 
and parts of mans naturall body, wiſhing the contenta- 
tion of every part and to avoyd ewvy : The hand (ſaith 
he) will not ſay becauſe I am not the eye, I am not of the body, 
meaning every part of the body contenteth it felfe with 
the naturall Order it hath in the body, ele there would 
be a diſfoluti6 of the whole body: Bur in theſe rimes the 
hand and foot both murin,cauſe they are not eyes,8& cx- 
cept onr Coble.s & Weavers'be allowed for Miniſters, 
they will acknowledg no head nor member ; ho-y theſe 
ſhould receive ſo much tolleration any where within this 
Church I know nor, _ men thought themſelves 
worthy to bee led with blind guides: when as there 


might be astrue Do&trin ſometime expected from Bed- 
lam, whereof ſome _—_—_— might. be given, if ſuch 
Do&tines were not fitter 


r a Stage thena Pulpit. 
C3 But 


rit tothemſclves by their extemporal faculty w** they 
e of, and enveighing againſt Popery : notwith- [a 
ſtanding make thernſclves _—_ yea very Popes, for |: 
© thisis the excellency which the Pope of Room boaſt- # 
eth of that he is the ſupreame and ſole infallible Iudge 
in matters of Doctrine; a priviledge thus expreſſed by 
the Teſuite Yalentianus : Papa five diligentiam adhibu- 
». - erit, fove non adhibuerit tamen infalibiliter judicat , that 
-is, - whenſoever the Pope determineth any doctrine, his 
' Judgement i infallible, whether he uſe diligence to try the 
Truthor not,which is flatly the hereſic of Enthuſiaſticks: 
As for the impiety againſt God, it is evident in this 
that the Churches, wherein Schiſme is made, are cal- 
led the Churches of God ; And the God of thele _— 
Churches is called the God of Peace, and fo ftiled 
by Saint Paul almoſt in every Epiſtle,as Romans 15.13, 
in his bleſſing to them, The God of Peace be with you all, 
2 Cor. 13.11. He joynerh blefling and admonitionto- 
gether : Live in Peace and the God of Love and Peace be 
with you, Phil, 4.7. Hee prayeth, That their hearts and 
mindes may bee poſſeſſed with Gods peace : 2 Theſſ. 3. 16. 
His Prayer to the Theſſalonians is That God would givve 
them peace, 12, mrrTO- x, mewn Tpoxma alwayes and by all 
- meanes : Peace isalewell. Butto what end is this ? 
._ -evento know that he that is enemy to the Peace of God 
"7 tsalſocnemy tothe God of peace. For 1 Cor.14.33. For 
” :God 6s not the God «:artcublagthat is, bf Tumultnouſnes con- 
fuſedueſſe: but of peace as in all the Churches of the Saints. 
Sacriledge was the laſt Character wherewith A #- : 
-guſtine decyphred this contentious man z And 
Sacriledge being a depriving the Miniſters of God of . | 
their due. God by the Prophet accounteth ita Robbery 


ro 


Xx 


A 4, 


; == oHimſclſe; But is ie poſſible that devoutmen, who - 


are ſo great enemies to Idolatry,and afſume to-bee a- 
bove all others ſpirituall, ſhould become Sacrilegious. 
The Apoſtle ſheweth this was no newes.in his N 
Rom 2. 22. Tho thit abhorre## Tdolls, Committeſt thaw 
Saeriledge: Match-wenowan Idolatrous, and a Sa- 
crilegious Man together, as the! Apoſtle doth here, 
and-the Sacrilegious will thinke that the Idolatrous is 
farre more exccrable then he himfelfe can be. This 
Text which I have alleadged will fay no: for doubt- 
lefle Saint Paw/ the moſt excellent diſputant that hath | 
bin knowne, knew his Logicke, in reaſoning,tor when 
he condemneth,the Sacrilkegious Iew in comparifon of 
the Idolatrous Gemtill, it muſt bee held cither (as the 
Schoole ſpeaketh) an argument ab equal; > that is,thou 
Sacrileger,art as ill as the Idolater is : or cl{c-a miner! - 
thou art worſe, wherefore how ever theſe contentious 
men may maske themſelves, underthe viſard of Reli- 
gion and Auſterity in abhorring popery,ſuperſtition,or 
Idolatry, yet arethey in one reſpect far worſe than 

other, in as much as experience of all times hath pro- 
ved that the Idolater was always a Reverencer of ſome 
Diety,nor ever was a Superſtitious Atheiſt heard of, al» 
though contrarily when hath there bin any Atheiſt who 


was not Sacrilegious, that is, arobber of Gods right. 


Seeing now that contentiouſneſſe for ſeparation is 
every way ſo pernicious: how ſhall the Seperariſt ſa- 
tisfie himſclfe * ſhall he think to make a Church of his 
own which ſhall bea Church of God, let us try this, 
1 Cor. 12. 27. {peaking of - this Church of God-at 
Corinth, he ſaith Tow are the body of Chriſt, and © Mem- 
bers of your part: Wierein weare to have two confi- 
derations of the Church of Coremh, - one as it was a 
particular 


. called the Catholike and univerfatl Church of Chriſt: 
And ſoir is but a Member thereof. Ty WHO 
compared with irs owne Members, ſo is it The body of 

Chriſt in it ſelfe 5 whence it followeth that Members 
broken from this Church of God in Corinth did ther- 

; by devide themſelves from God Himſclfe : Cyprian 
and Auguitine had to deale with ſuch contentious 
perſons intheir times, and either of them proclaimed 
this ſaying : None can have God for his Father, who hath 
not the Church for his Mother ,, meaning them who were 
ſeparated fromtheir own Churches : The Pap/#s you 
know arrogate this ſaying to the Church der Pope of 


Rome,but vainely,” becauſe Cyprian at this time was at 

difference with Stephen thethen Pope and contemnned 

his excommunication,and A»ft/z wasone of them,who - 
- withſtood the Popes uſurpation of appeales to Rome. 


It is time to-conclude, the contentious men being 
Authors of too many miſeries, the greateſt miſchicte 
will bee againſt rheir own ſoules, becauſe whoſocver 
by contention maketh himſclfe an adverſary tothe: 
Church of the God of Peace, doth therein make the 
God of Peace of the Church an Adverſary to him- 
{elfe, and what muſt his reward then bee bur here {or- 
row and anguiſh of ſoule,and in the end,endlefle woe : 
As for you (Beloved in Chriſt Teſws) be you exhorted 
inthe words of our Apoſtle, x Cor.1.10. I exhort you, 
Brethren, by the Namie of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that you 
ſeat one thing * and that there be no diviſions among you, 

| beperfett in one minde and in one judgement. 


All Glory bee to God, &c. 


 FINIS. 


1 


i 


